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Wattsburg Area School District
Seneca High School
Relationships and Marriage
Fall Semester 2012-2013
Ms. Gnibus
Family and Consumer Sciences
Room 203
Kristy.Gnibus@wattsburg.org
(814) 824-3400 ext. 5526
http://gnibus.wikispaces.com
___________________________________________________________________

Course description:

This class will cover the major issues related to a successful marriage, and healthy relationships.  The social normative for dating, engagement and the marriage ceremony will be explored.   
Learning Principles:

· You are here by choice. You have the capability to take responsibility for planning and managing your own learning with help from your peers, instructors, and others. It is assumed that what you learn through your own initiative will be more effective than what you learn by simply being given information.
· Every one of you is unique with individual learning styles, goals, motivations, outside commitments and pressures. Because of this, the learning strategies and opportunities will be varied and individualized as much as is possible in this course. Your presence and active participation in all assignments and discussions will be considered a demonstration of respect for your peers.
· Learning is an internal process with main control residing in you, the learner. I will help facilitate your learning by helping to create a positive and supportive learning environment.

· Active participation will be encouraged and facilitated.

· Both the instructor and the students will share the responsibility for instruction and accountability for learning.

Course objectives: 
· To understand and comprehend the skills necessary to meet adult responsibilities, not only in ever day life, but with marriage and relationships in particular.   
· The student will understand friendships, dating, marriage, and the changes that happen to these throughout the cycle of life.

· Student will have a better grasp on family life, budgeting, communications, engagement, planning a wedding, buying versus renting a home, insurance policies, and the everyday aspects of knowing ones self and sharing it with another individual. 
Grading Scale

100%-93%

A

92%-85%

B

84%-77%

C

76%-70%

D

69% and below
F
Course understandings and plan
Planned course outline
i. introduction


A.  review syllabus, getting to know me, and our new learning community

B.  Quickly getting to know you


C.  Quickly getting to know each other

D.  Glasser’s and Maslow’s hierarchy of needs

II. Values

A.  Learning values (Extrinsic, moral, aesthetic, material, intrinsic)

B.  Positive and negative attitudes

C.  Goals and decision making process

III. Maturity

A. Definitions
B. Chronological

C. Physical

D. Social

E. Emotional

F. Intellectual

G. Philosophical

IV. Societal Norms of Dating

A. Functions

B. Levels

C. Pros/Cons

D. Danger signs

E. Ending a relationship
F. Selections of whom you date

a. Age, education, geographic, social class, religion, ethics, ethnicity, marital status etc. 
G.  Negative factors for date selection


a. Fear of being alone, I.D., success, status, revenge, rebound, etc.

H.  Love versus Infatuation
V.   Communications

A.  Personal proximity


B.  Healthy communications


C.  Communication roadblocks


D.  Say NO to giving advice


E.  Effective listening

VI. PRSM projects

A. Personal Resource and System Management

B. Expectations, presentations, due dates
VII. Commitment and Engagement

A. What is commitment?

B. Engagement rituals, norms, meaning, styles

VIII. Engagement Rings

A. Diamonds (the four C’s) 
B. Selecting a jeweler

C. Diamond settings

D. Create your own engagement ring to give/receive

IX. Gold

A.  Carats


B.  White versus yellow


C.  Platinum, worth the extra money?

X. Wedding Ceremony


A.  Styles


B. Religions


C. Locations


D. Musical Selections


E.  Receptions, Stags, Bachelor and Bachelorette parties?

F.  Bridal Showers


G.  Vows


H.  Planning and budgeting the ceremony and events

XI. Wedding Invitations
A. Style
B. Number to order

C. Cost

D. Wording

XII. Home Ownership

A. Wants, needs, priorities

B. Location, convenience, lifestyle

C. Mortgages

D. Closing costs

E. Homeowners insurance

F. Calculate total monthly payment

XIII. Conclusions 
TBD
I have read and understand what is expected of me as a student.  I understand the syllabus and know what I need to do to be successful.  I am responsible for my learning and know to ask my peers, teachers, and supportive people around me if I need help. 

__________________________________________

_____________________ 


Student Signature






Date

__________________________________________

_____________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature





Date
