
Pertussis Alert Now Update Message 
 

February 7, 2012 
 
 “Good evening parents.  This call is to inform you that the 
Wattsburg Area School District  is still under instruction  from 
the Erie County Department of Health to send all students home 
who present with a cough illness.  This is due to an outbreak of 
pertussis, or  “whooping cough”,  in our school district, as well 
as in other areas of the county and city of Erie.  Some of the stu-
dents in our schools may have been exposed to pertussis.  All 
students with a cough must be seen  by a physician for diagnosis 
and treatment before they can return to school. 
 If your child is coughing, please keep your child home until 
your child is no longer coughing or until  cleared to return to 
school by your family doctor. Please inform your doctor that 
your child may have been exposed to pertussis at school.  Docu-
mentation from your physician is required before your child can 
return to school.  If you have any questions, please contact the 
Erie County Department of Health @ 451-6700. Thank you and 
have a good evening”. 
 
 
 
Nancy Sadaly 
Superintendent 
Wattsburg Area School District 
Nancy.Sadaly@wattsburg.org 
Phone:  814-824-3400- X4515 



Pertussis Alert Now Message

 The Wattsburg Area School District is considered by the 
Pennsylvania Department  of Health as having an outbreak of 
pertussis, otherwise known as Whooping cough. There is a lot of 
respiratory illness in the community, and some people have been 
diagnosed with pertussis.  Some of the children in our schools 
may have been exposed to pertussis at school.  A letter with this 
information was sent home with your child on December 22, 
2011.  

All 2nd and 4th graders were given another letter today, so if 
you have a child in 2nd  or 4th grade, please check your child’s 
book bag today. 

 If your child has a cough illness, regardless of grade, please 
do not send your child to school until seen by your physician.
The health department has instructed our school nurses to refer 
students with cough illness for diagnosis and treatment. If your 
child is in school with a cough and or symptoms of respiratory 
illness, he or she will be sent home by the school nurse and re-
ferred for a medical evaluation. Inform your physician that your 
child may have been exposed to pertussis at school.

 If you have any questions, please contact the Erie County 
Department of Health at 451- 6700, or your child’s school nurse.
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The Wattsburg Area School District challenges all students with rigorous, individualized instruction provided by a caring staff 
An Equal Rights and Opportunity School D strict 
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Nancy Sadaly,  
Superintendent 


